
“Get Ready! It’s Coming”
Mark 6:14-29

Jesus gets the recognition through the faithful work of His disciples (14a)
Jesus had called His disciples together and had sent His disciples out to proclaim repentance and to 

minister the grace of God in the world. The disciples went in the name of Jesus and with the authority of Jesus 
over the enemy’s work against the work of Jesus. The disciples proclaimed the message of Jesus and the call 
of Jesus for people to repent and to believe. When Jesus alone was doing His work in the world, He was only 
one person in one place at one time. The disciples, however, multiplied the work of Jesus in the world. As the 
twelve disciples went out in teams of two, they greatly expanded the work of Jesus, with six teams working in 
six locations, proclaiming repentance and ministering the grace of God to those who repented and believed. 
Because of their obedience to do the work of Jesus, the disciples’ work led to many more people hearing about 
and experiencing the power of Jesus! His fame grew exponentially. The faithful work of the disciples led not to 
more recognition of themselves, but their faithful work led to more recognition for Jesus. A key mark of doing 
the work of Jesus is that Jesus gets the glory for the work that is done. However, it’s also clear that as 
recognition for Jesus grew, Jesus was recognized more-and-more by those who would reject Him and even 
oppose His work in the world. Today, faithfully doing the work of Jesus should lead to Jesus getting all the 
recognition, including being recognized by even those who oppose His work.
• Know that God doesn’t hide His work from those who oppose His work (14)
1. Go around the group, allowing everyone to encourage one another by pointing out at least one way that 

each person in the group is serving the Lord in their lives (in parenting, in encouraging, in praying, etc.).
2. Now consider how you are serving the Lord, and reflect on this question: Are there times that your 

commitment or joy in serving the Lord seems to be connected to the recognition or the lack of recognition 
that you get in doing the things you do in serving Jesus? Be honest with the group, and if you do 
sometimes struggle with wanting recognition, discuss why.

3. How would it change things if all you were interested in was the recognition that Jesus would get for the 
work that you do in serving Him? Discuss and then pray for this desire in each of your lives.

4. Why do you think God wants us to know that His work isn’t hidden from even those who oppose His work?

Jesus often gets labeled falsely by those who refuse to believe in Him (14b-16)
As more people heard about Jesus, more people began to try to label Jesus — explain who He was — 

based on their view of the world. For some, Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead. For others, 
Jesus was Elijah reincarnated back to life. For still others, Jesus was just another prophet like the prophets 
from the Old Testament days. In each of these cases, people attempted to make Jesus fit into their worldview. 
A worldview that was shaped by the pluralistic and spiritualistic culture around them more than by the Scripture 
that God had given them. In each of these cases, people were refusing to believe that Jesus was the Messiah, 
and these people even included the ruler of the land! Herod was convinced that Jesus was John the Baptist, 
who had come back to life after Herod had killed Him. Do people still falsely label Jesus today? Do people still 
try to fit Jesus into their worldview so that they can reject Jesus for who He truly is? Do people still allow the 
pluralistic and spiritualistic culture around them to direct their thoughts more than the changeless Word of 
God? The answer to these questions is “yes!” People still do all of these things, which is why it should come as 
no surprise that as we are working to make Jesus know, we will encounter those who falsely label Jesus. So…
• Be prepared to counter false views of Jesus with the facts about Jesus (14-16)
• Be prepared to encounter those who are suspicious of you because of your connection to Jesus (14-16)



1. What false views of Jesus have you encountered? How did you respond to these false views about Jesus?
2. What do you need to be able to respond to false views about Jesus? What does it take to get what you 

need to be prepared to respond? Are you prepared? If not, how can you — together with your group — get 
prepared to counter false views of Jesus with the facts about Jesus?

3. Herod was driven by guilt in his view of Jesus. He was suspicious of Jesus because of the conviction of sin 
that he felt. Do you think this kind of reaction still happens today? If so, what are some ways that people 
under conviction may react to you because of your connection to Jesus? What are some ways that you 
can respond to them to address those suspicions?

4. Pray for people who have false views of Jesus. Pray that God would convict them of the truth, and that 
God would present them with the facts about who Jesus is.

God sometimes allows those who are faithful to Him to be hurt by those who reject Him (17-29)
The story of John the Baptist provided the background for the conviction that Herod was feeling. 

Herodias hated John, and she wanted John dead because John stood as a constant reminder to her of her sin. 
Rather than deal with her sin through repentance and faith, Herodias wanted to remove the reminder of her 
sin: John, who was actually bringing God’s gift of conviction into her life. So when she saw a chance to have 
John killed, Herodias jumped on the opportunity. In response, Herod was driven to act based on what others 
thought about him rather than by what he knew was right and wrong. Because of Herod’s sin in killing John the 
Baptist, Herod was under conviction, and he was greatly burdened by his sin. His conviction led to a paranoid 
view of who Jesus was, focusing on the thought that John had returned from the dead! The story of John the 
Baptist, however, also provides an important lesson to the disciples who were just beginning to go out and to 
do the work of Jesus. The lesson was a tough one to swallow. The lesson was a reminder that God sometimes 
allows those who are faithful to Him to be hurt — and even killed — by those who reject Jesus. At that time, 
there was no-one, except for Jesus, that was as faithful to God’s work than John the Baptist; however, even 
John’s faithful to the work of God didn’t protect Him from the hate and hurtfulness of sinful man. Of course 
even in death, John won eternally, and even in the face of a temporary victory for Herodias because of John’s 
death, she and Herod lost. Today, remember these two reminders from the story of John the Baptist:
• Understand that those under conviction may see you as a threat because Jesus reveals the truth about sin 

(17-20)
• Be willing to endure physical trials and even death if that’s what is required in doing the work of Jesus in 

the world (21-29)
1. According to a Fox News report on Jan. 12, 2017, 90,000 Christians were killed for their faith in 2016 

(Google the article). That’s an LSU football stadium full of people who died for Jesus last year! How does it 
make you feel to know that God sometimes allows people who are faithful to Him to be hurt by those who 
reject Him?

2. How can you make sense of what God allows to happen to believers in the world today, knowing that He is 
all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving, all-just, etc.?

3. Why do you think God put this story about John here in Mark chapter 6 as the disciples were just beginning 
to be sent out to do the work of Jesus? Why is that still important for us today?

4. Have you ever thought about the fact that an unbeliever’s negative feelings about you may be driven by 
the fact that you — in being a representative of Jesus — remind them of the truth about sin? How should 
you respond in light of this reality?

5. What are you willing to endure in being faithful to the work of Jesus that you’ve been called to do? Is Jesus 
worth it? Pray for strength in Jesus and strength through these facts about doing the work of Jesus in order 
to be strong in doing the work of Jesus in your group in the coming week.


